
HAPPY CHINESE NEW YEAR!

In October 2008, we first opened our Montessori Diploma classes to members 
of the public. The response has been encouraging. Particpants enjoy the 
flexibility of the programme (you attend sessions of your choice at time slots 
suitable for you) and are enriched by the knowledge and experiences shared 
during the sessions. These sessions are also attractively priced at RM100 per 
session or RM1000 for a package of 12 sessions (to be utilized over a 6 month 
period). 

As we begin the lunar year of the OX, you will be pleased to know that details 
on our monthly seminars will come to you in the form of this newsletter. 
February 09 will be an exciting month with sessions covering topics such as child 
development, observation techniques, children’s rights and children with special 
needs as well as sensorial, maths and literacy activities.

Joining any of the seminars is easy. Just make your payment 7 days before 
attending the seminar. You may bank in your payment to SEGi College (Subang  
Jaya) Sdn Bhd OCBC A/C 708-104-9797, and fax the payment slip to 03-
8605399 attn Koh Yoke Ling. Bring along your receipt as proof of payment 
when you attend the sessions. 

We look forward to seeing you at the seminars!

To register, please contact:
Carolyn Choo
Head,  Department of Early Childhood Education      
Faculty of Education, Social and Health Sciences
SEGi College Subang Jaya
Email : carolyn@segi.edu.my
tel no: 0386053867 or 013-3508598.

The training of the teacher who is to help life is something far more than the learning of ideas.  It 
includes the training of character; it is a preparation of the spirit. (Montessori)

Montessori education for all

W H O  S H O U L D  A T T E N D

1 Parents who wish to 
give their children the 
best start in life; who 
want to make the right 
decisions when it comes 
to the education and 
development of their 
children

2 Individuals seeking a 
change and considering a 
fulfilling career as a 
Montessori early 
childhood
professional

3 Early childhood 
professionals who wish to 
upgrade to a Montessori 
qualification

4 Montessori carers and 
teachers who are 
interested in ongoing 
professional development
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Thursday 5 February, 2pm – 5.30pm SEM066/0208A
Group Operations with the Golden Beads II, Melanie Bodipalar
This second Maths seminar on the Montessori Golden Beads focuses on how we can offer children an 
enjoyable and meaningful introduction to subtraction and division.

Thursday 5 February, 2pm – 5.30pm SEM067/0708A
Understanding Gender & Moral Development in the early years, Anita Ramchandran
This seminar covers gender identity and gender roles in the early years. We will examine the four 
domains of moral development - moral thought, moral behaviour, moral feeling and moral personality.

Saturday 7 February, 9am – 12.30pm  SEM068/0408S
Planning an Early Years Environment and Curriculum, Melanie Bodipalar
This seminar familiarizes participants with the Malaysian child care & education policies and regulations. 
We will discuss the different forms of early years provision and examine how the early years 
environment can be designed to offer a broad-based and balanced curriculum that links with the early 
learning goals.

Saturday 7 February, 9am – 12.30pm  SEM069/1008S
Understanding the young child’s social-emotional development, Anita Ramchandran
This seminar looks at ways in which we can foster positive social and emotional development in the 
early years. Relevant theories will be examined. 

Saturday 7 February, 1.30 – 5.00 pm  SEM070/0408S
Grammar in the early years 2, Leong Foong Lin
In this second seminar on early grammar activities, participants will look at the Montessori activities and 
games that focus on verbs, articles, conjunctions and prepositions. We will see how a strong knowledge 
of the individual parts of speech culminates in the young child’s ability to understand sentence 
construction.

Saturday 7 February, 1.30 – 5.00 pm SEM071/1008S
A sensorial exploration of solids, Carolyn Choo
Participants can expect to have hands-on experiences with the Montessori sensorial apparatus 
designed to stimulate the child’s understanding and appreciation of solids in their environment.

Tuesday 10 February, 2pm – 5.30pm SEM072/0208A
Developing a sound knowledge of the “ten and ones” structure of teen numbers,
Melanie Bodipalar
Participants will work with the Seguin Board activities which are designed to give young children 
experiences with the quantities and numerals 11 to 19.

Tuesday 10 February, 2pm – 5.30pm SEM073/0708A
Pre-writing activities with the young child, Carolyn Choo
This seminar focuses on the motor aspect of writing. Participants will discuss and engage in activities 
that will help children, both directly and indirectly, to master control over the writing instrument.

Thursday 12 February, 2pm – 5.30pm SEM074/0208A
Working with whole numbers up to 99, Melanie Bodipalar
Participants will have further work with the Seguin Board activities designed to give young children 
experiences with the tens as well as counting opportunities with quantities and numerals 11 to 99.

Thursday 12 February, 2pm – 5.30pm SEM075/0708A
An introduction to Event Sampling, Leong Foong Lin
Observation allows us to appreciate the growth, strengths and needs of the young child. Anyone who 
works with the young child must develop necessary observation skills. This seminar covers practical tips 
on carrying out an event sample observation of the young child.

Come discover why children need a 

sensorial exploration of solids.

Seminar participation 
will earn you 

Certificates of 
Attendance, which may 

be accumulated for 
later exemption into 

the study of the 
International Diploma in 

Montessori Pedagogy 
awarded by Montessori 

Centre International UK. 
The exemption is only 
applicable to the study 

of the diploma course at 
SEGi Subang Jaya.

Seminar schedule : 5 – 12 February 2009
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Saturday 14 February, 9am – 12.30 pm SEM076/0408S
Home-School Partnership, Carolyn Choo
Participants will look at ways in which early childhood settings can work in collaboration with parents to 
create optimal learning opportunities for the young child.

Saturday 14 February, 9am – 12.30 pm  SEM077/1008S
Using the checklist as an Observation Tool, Leong Foong Lin
Participants will appreciate how a checklist can be used to document and support the child’s development 
in the early years. 

Saturday 14 February, 1.30 – 5.00 pm  SEM078/0408S
The Green Reading Series, Leong Foong Lin
This seminar introduces participants to the Montessori reading activities that help children to decode words 
with challenging letter-sound patterns. Vowel digraphs and other phonograms are examined.

Saturday 14 February, 1.30 – 5.00 pm SEM079/1008S
A sensorial exploration of shapes, Melanie Bodipalar
Participants will explore the Montessori sensorial apparatus designed to stimulate the child’s 
understanding and appreciation of shapes in their environment.

Saturday 14 February, 1.30 – 4.30 pm SEM080/1007S
Supporting Children with Special Education Needs I, K Nagasangari
This seminar provides participants with an awareness of issues relating to children with Special 
Educational Needs.

Tuesday 17 February, 2pm – 5.30pm SEM081/0208A
Addition and subtraction to 20, Melanie Bodipalar
We will look at ways in which we can work with young children with the numbers 1 to 20 to introduce 
addition, subtraction and the concept of number bonds.

Tuesday 17 February, 2pm – 5.30pm SEM082/0708A
Introducing the sounds of the English Language, Leong Foong Lin
Participants are introduced to the basic sounds of the English Language. We will discuss a range of 
suitable activities that can develop the young child’s phonemic awareness as well as understanding of the 
letter-sound relationship in English.

Thursday 19 February, 2pm – 5.30pm SEM083/0208A
Math tables and charts – Part I, Melanie Bodipalar
The seminar introduces participants to the Montessori math tables and charts, focusing specifically on 
addition and subtraction. Participants will appreciate how each activity takes the child to a higher level of 
understanding in the exciting but abstract world of mathematical operations.

Thursday 19 February, 2pm – 5.30pm SEM084/0708A
Writing before reading in the Montessori early years classroom, Leong Foong Lin
Participants are introduced to the word building activities and early reading exercises. Participants will 
come to appreciate the myriad of skills that come into play when the child embarks into literacy.

Do your activities engage the minds 

and hearts of children?

Seminar schedule : 14 – 19 February 2009

“The Child’s mind is not 
prepared for numbers, by 
certain preliminary ideas; 

given in haste by the 
teacher, but it has been 

prepared for it by a 
process of formation, by 

a slow building up of 
itself” (Montessori)
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Saturday 21 February, 9am – 12.30 pm  SEM085/0408S
Understanding the rights of the child, Melanie 
Bodipalar
This seminar examines the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 
(UNCRC). We will look at the history of the UNCRC and how it has 
evolved, as well as the 4 main principles that underpin the 54 
articles. Participants will appreciate how the UNCRC “gives voice” to 
children.

Saturday 21 February, 9am – 12.30 pm  SEM086/1008S
Understanding the young child’s language 
development, Leong Foong Lin
Participants will look at how language ability develops in the early 
years and the role of the adult in scaffolding the child’s language 
acquisition. 

Saturday 21 February, 1.30 – 5.00 pm  SEM087/0408S
More challenging work with grammar, Carolyn Choo
This seminar introduces participants to grammar activities for the 
reading child (5-6 years old) that further refine his or her knowledge 
of the various parts of speech. 

Saturday 21 February, 1.30 – 5.00 pm SEM088/1008S
Promoting mathematical awareness through sensorial 
activities, Melanie Bodipalar
The human brain is a pattern seeking organism and we are all born 
with the tendency for exactness. This seminar introduces participants 
to the Montessori sensorial apparatus that aid children’s 
understanding of patterns through activities with tessellations, 
fractions and the binomial and trinomial cubes.

Tuesday 24 February, 2pm – 5.30pm SEM089/0208A
Math tables and charts – Part II, Melanie Bodipalar
Participants continue to work with the Montessori math tables and 
charts, focusing this time on multiplication and division. Participants 
will appreciate how each activity takes the child to a higher level of 
understanding in the exciting but abstract world of mathematical 
operations.

Thursday 26 February, 2pm – 5.30pm SEM090/0208A
Individual math operations with the golden beads,
Melanie Bodipalar
The seminar explores how work with the earlier math apparatus 
culminates with the young child’s ability to perform individual math 
operations with 4 digit numbers using the golden beads.

Thursday 26 February, 2pm – 5.30pm SEM091/0708A
Early literacy activities, Leong Foong Lin
Carefully selected words, introduced at the right time and in the right 
way will help the child to ease very nicely into the world of  printed 
words.

Saturday 28 February, 9am – 12.30 pm  SEM092/0408S
The equal opportunities statement and policy, Melanie 
Bodipalar
This seminar focuses on the formulation of equal opportunity 
statements and policies, and the need to continually review these to 
ensure that they are current and they meet the needs of the children 
and staff in the setting. 

Saturday 28 February, 19am – 12.30 pm  SEM093/1008S
Understanding the young child’s intellectual 
development, Anita Ramchandran
In this seminar, participants will appreciate how the mind of the 
young child develops, allowing him or her to grow in his or her ability 
to adapt to the environment.

Saturday 28 February, 1.30 – 5.00 pm SEM094/1008S
A sensorial exploration of textures, temperatures and 
weights, Melanie Bodipalar
Participants will work with the Montessori apparatus designed to 
encourage the child to explore the world through his or her tactile, 
thermic and baric senses.

Saturday 28 February, 1.30 – 4.30 pm SEM095/1007S
Supporting Children with Special Education Needs II, K 
Nagasangari
This seminar aims to provide participants with practical ideas on how 
we can facilitate the successful integration of children with special 
educational needs into the nursery.

Seminar schedule : 21 - 28 February 2009

“One test of the 
correctness of 

educational procedure is 
the happiness of the 
child.” (Montessori)


